
 

 

Resource: "Knowledge for College" Digital 

Content Package 

 

The Future Focused TX campaign - a public-private collaboration - aims to 

maintain college enrollment rates in Texas despite the effects of COVID-19. 

 

Click HERE to view the newest Digital Counselor Package, 

which  features articles, videos, and downloadable resources on FASFA, 

financial aid, and more college application support. Check these resources out, 

pass them along to students, post them in your virtual classroom, or link them 

on your school website!  

 

For more information, and to view the rest of the Digital Counselor Packages, 

visit Get Schooled's FFTX landing page. 

 

For general information about the campaign, and to sign up to receive email 

updates, visit the FFTX homepage! 

  

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3Dd8b25e86d4%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946544258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fH5X3uzKk%2FGlQMXYb47g3RZkK%2Bl4En0wlYApkhhM4do%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3D36d7e98eb7%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946554256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZN5Ag73n%2FJqfK2DlLbiP2h2gNb4wWDYwN%2BCpxCV2tE0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3Dc22ab6624b%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946564254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7x%2Bqc2Rd2Y%2FnmBSuXolSE8iBK2WxkMNctGGF8di%2FH94%3D&reserved=0


 

Resource: Admissions Updates for TX 

Colleges & Universities  

 

Supporting Counselors with the Covid-19 Response Dashboard 

Each year, high school counselors in Texas work tirelessly to make their 

students' transition to college as seamless as possible. This year, with the 

backdrop of Covid-19, constantly-changing college admissions information has 

made college advising more difficult. To help reduce this burden, TxCAN has 

compiled a dashboard of college admissions information and institutional 

Covid-19 resource pages for Texas institutions.   

 

See the dashboard 

 

Note: TxCAN updates the dashboard according to submissions. If you represent a school on the 

dashboard and would like to submit a correction to the information displayed, please click HERE to fill out 

the correction survey. Thank you for helping us keep our information up-to-date for Texas counselors! 

  

 

 

Upcoming Future Focused Texas Webinars 

  

Alternative Opportunities to Four-Year Degree Programs 

When: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 10:00AM 

Host: Texas OnCourse  

https://page.texasoncourse.org/register-for-alternative-opportunities-to-four-

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3D9869793da8%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946564254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7%2F0DNatw42LIq%2Fjvp%2F0VVUlA0aPQofZC3T5XkX3zvtc%3D&reserved=0
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year-degree-programs-webinar 

  

"What Happens When "Good Enough" Displaces "College Match?" 

When: Feb 3, 2021 11:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada)  

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://EdTX.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJErdO-

qrjkuH9P4peD0fl8v8xrWW6NCrTTF 

  
 

  

  

EVENTS AND WEBINARS 

 

New Webinars from uAspire! 

 

FAFSA Completion Series (Parts 1 and 2)  

When: December 15, 2020 AND January 20, 2021 from 10:30am to 2:30pm  

Host: uAspire 

Register for December session HERE 

Register for January session HERE 

  

Whether you have decades of experience with the FAFSA or you are just starting 

out, this is a great look under the hood of the most frequently used financial aid 

form. This training will walk you through the online form, give you opportunities to 

practice with complex scenarios, and highlight the potential pitfalls all practitioners 

and students should be aware of. No matter your experience level, you will learn 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3De71d06777a%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946584239%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=buPKNIgVSHCMrIZipL3j83VjpMkjwc3mNsTID0mPWaM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3D7b7b605145%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946594231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dPrz6yw7Gdd9MXxdeZ0bQdnFwp4pbNCqohGdFQMIHBA%3D&reserved=0
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something new! Highlights include: best practices for working with special student 

populations; dependency/independency and parental requirements; and tips for 

completing the financial section of the FAFSA with confidence. 

  

 

  

Student Aid Report & Verification + FAFSA Completion 

Q&A 

When: February 3, 2021 from 9:00am to 11:00am  

Host: uAspire 

Register HERE 

  

 The FAFSA may feel like the entire financial aid process but, in reality, it is just the 

beginning. There are many more steps needed to ensure your students receive the 

financial aid they deserve. This training will address common challenges and best 

practices of FAFSA follow up, including the importance of reviewing the Student 

Aid Report (SAR) for potential issues, navigating special circumstances that may 

arise, and handling the complexity of verification, both federal and institutional. 

Participants will have opportunities to practice with scenarios and develop ways to 

build SAR and verification programming into their work. This session will also 

include a Q&A opportunity for FAFSA related topics. 

  

 

 

National Summit for Dual Credit Programs 

When: March 7-9 2021 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3D7be2d8b9d9%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946604227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AEiCKJGulABBQk1Y6RNLZiYVTUuqlUZixEiasUHUq8g%3D&reserved=0


 

Host: South Texas College 

Register HERE 

The National Summit for Dual Credit Programs is a premier conference tailored for 

higher education institutions, school district personnel, and State/National entities. 

The National Summit for Dual Credit Programs is hosted by South Texas College, 

which has one of the largest dual credit programs in the State of Texas with over 

16,000 students. South Texas College's Dual Credit Programs was the first in the 

State of Texas to receive accreditation from the National Alliance of Concurrent 

Enrollment Partnership (NACEP). The National Summit for Dual Credit Programs 

will provide attendees with valuable information and key takeaways regarding dual 

credit and college readiness. 

  

  
 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

Paul Quinn College Guarantees Admission for 

Urban Scholars & Corporate Works Program 

  

Paul Quinn College is looking to give GUARANTEED admission to students who 

could go directly into our Urban Scholars Program, an accelerated online degree 

that offers minimal cost and work-study opportunities (see attachment for curricula 

and details about our 2-year fast-track) and our Corporate Work Program.  These 

students must meet the following criteria for entry into Spring 2021 semester: 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3D0e790d456f%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946614219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8CiYqDz6E2FhweOt7OyHTk7eBhidkQeQcGWn4s5KqjU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fedtx.us8.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7b72311f819d6ced861d2d4da%26id%3Debde3d6c45%26e%3Dfa84bd367e&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.McKinnis%40unt.edu%7C7183f3fa187749815eab08d8a07cfac0%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637435805946614219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lXIzeD92XQQTGbWbRQ8p70eYVvAJmg9m1aVURkt3z%2BM%3D&reserved=0


 

• Guaranteed Admission with a minimum 2.75 GPA (reflected on an 

official transcript sent by you or an unofficial sent by student 

to swhitten@pqc.edu) 

o Urban Scholars need a minimum 3.3 GPA (reflected on an official 

transcript sent by you or an unofficial sent by student 

to swhitten@pqc.edu) 

• Resume (demonstrating servant leadership and responsibility) 

• Completed and submit FAFSA  (PQC Code: 003602) 
    

RESOURCES 

 

NEW RESOURCE! 

4 for the Fall: A Blueprint for Supporting the High 
School Class of 2021 

A new “4 for the Fall” guide from NCAN outlines four key steps for district and 

school leaders, school counselors, teachers, and community partners to take to 

keep seniors on track for a postsecondary pathway. 

Billed as “a blueprint for supporting the high school class of 2021,” the new 

guide focuses on practices that will be familiar to NCAN members but may 

have room for growth in many districts and schools: 

1. Understanding students’ postsecondary intentions and needs through 

survey data. 

2. Obtaining and analyzing postsecondary outcomes data from the National 

Student Clearinghouse. 

3. Increasing access to financial aid by improving Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) completion rates. 

4. Examining current activities around fall milestones, and pivoting to virtual 

where possible. 
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Toolkit From Educate Texas: "Reengaging 
Opportunity Youth Across Texas" 

 

Educate Texas has developed this resource to outline the core principles and 

best practices for Opportunity Youth (OY) reengagement programs in the state 

of Texas. More than three years of work in the field has given us the chance to 

incorporate the voices and insights of Opportunity Youth at every turn, and to 

highlight the potential for strategic collaborations at the national, state, and local 

levels. 

 

USE THIS GUIDE TO: 

• Understand the OY landscape in Texas 

• Develop reengagement programs that provide rigor and support 

• Evolve programs through periodic self-assessment 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Future Focused TX, a coalition of members and partners who’ve come together to 

maintain college enrollment rates in Texas despite the effects of COVID-19. This 

statewide effort will provide free, compelling, research-based digital content to 

anyone who works with students, to help their students graduate and matriculate 

into college.  The coalition partners want your support! You can help by joining 

our efforts and helping recruit partner organizations and individuals who can further 

spread the word. In doing so, think about the people in your network who are 
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connected to counselors and advisors or anyone working with students on the path 

to college. Share this amazing resource with them.  

Learn more here 

Sign up for email updates here 
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college access initiatives across Texas, with the goal of increasing 
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advantaged backgrounds. TxCAN is a special initiative of Educate 

Texas at Communities Foundation of Texas. 

Learn more about the TxCAN team here and contact us 

at txcan@cftexas.org. 
 

  

 

About The Author  
This Newsletter was brought to you by Wynston Pennybacker, the TxCAN 

Intern. A graduate of Hamilton College, Wynston is currently a member of 

the Teach for America DFW 2019 Corps. She teaches 11th Grade Writing at 

Uplift Peak Prep High School in Old East Dallas. 

 

If you would like to connect with Wynston, you can email her 

at wpennybacker@cftexas.org.  
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